Words of Light and Hope Sunday December15th 2024 Advent 3
Christ’s Coming

God did not wait till the world was ready, Till nations were at peace. God
came when the nations were unsteady, And prisoners cried for release.

God did not wait for the perfect time. God came when the need was deep
and great. God dined with sinners in all their grime, Turned water into wine.
God did not wait Till hearts were pure. In joy God came To a tarnished world
of sin and doubt; To a world like ours, of anguished shame God came, and
God’s light would not go out.

God came to a world which did not mesh, To heal its tangles, shield it scorn.
In the mystery of the Word made flesh The Maker of the stars was born.

We cannot wait till the world is sane To raise our songs with joyful voice, For
to share our greed, to touch our pain, God came with Love! Rejoice! Rejoice!
Madeleine Engels

But the Bethlehem star may lead me To the sight of Him who freed me

From the self that | have been. Make me pure, Lord; Thou are holy; Make
me meek, Lord, Thou wert lowly; Now beginning, and always, Now begin,
on Christmas Day

Teach us, Father God, how to listen to one another, So that we might discov-
er Your wisdom; How to serve alongside one another, How to receive from
one another, So that we might reflect Your glory: How to pray with one an-
other, So that we might grow Your kingdom, As co-disciples of Jesus On our
journeys of faith. Amen

The Miracle by by Georg Johannes Gick: When all the winds were mild,
Mary came to me apart and laid the Holy Child here inside my heart. My
heart was made the manger, and my body was the stall. And now no man
is stranger: my life goes out to all, To bring to each of them this Child of
heaven’s light, to let them enter in, like flames of candles to the holy night.
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16th December 6:30pm: Carol Service, St Andrew’s, Wood Dalling
18th December 7:30pm: Christmas Concert, All Saint’s, Weston
18th December 6:30pm: Thurning Carols, St Andrew’s, Thurning
21st December 4pm: Dress up Nativity, St Mary’s, Elsing

22nd: Swannington Carols , 6pm St Margaret’s, Swannington
23rd: Candlelit Carols, 3pm, St Mary’s, Bylaygh

24th: Christingle, 3pm & 5pm, St Mary’s, Reepham

24th: Christingle, 4pm, St Margraet’s, Lyng

Gerard Manley Hopkins.

Services for next week: Sunday 22nd December
9am Holy Communion St Andrew’s, Thurning
9am Matins (BCP) St Mary’s, Bylaugh
10.30am Word and Praise St Mary’s, Elsing
10:30am Holy Communion, St Mary’s , Reepham
10:30am Holy Communion (BCP) St Mary’s, Sparham
6pm: Carol Service, St Margaret's, Swannington

The Rev’d. Helen Rengert, 01603 879275 revdhelenrwv@gmail.com

The Rev’d. Keith Rengert, 01603 879275 revdkeith@gmail.com (Sunday only)

The Rev’d. Richard Turk, 07721 035009 revdrichardrwv@gmail.com

Email parishofficerwv@gmail.com to submit articles or join the mailing list.
FACEBOOK: Reepham & Wensum Valley Events
WEBSITE: www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk

Pew Notes are available to download from the RWV website and the E-newsletter

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact your Parish Safeguarding
Officer. Details in the church porch or on the RWV website.
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Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult
with all your heart, O daughter
Jerusalem! The LORD has taken
away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your ene-
mies. The king of Israel,

the LORD, is in your midst; you
shall fear disaster no more. On
that day it shall be said to Jerusa-
lem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not
let your hands grow weak.

The LORD, your God, is in your
midst, a warrior who gives victo-
ry; he will rejoice over you with
gladness, he will renew you in his
love; he will exult over you with
loud singing as on a day of festi-
val. | will remove disaster from
you, so that you will not bear re-
proach for it. | will deal with all
your oppressors at that time.
And | will save the lame and
gather the outcast, and | will
change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth. At
that time | will bring you home,
at the time when | gather you;
for | will make you renowned and
praised among all the peoples of
the earth, when | restore your
fortunes before your eyes, says
the LORD.

Canticle 9 The First Song of
Isaah

Surely, it is God who saves me;

| will trust in him and not be
afraid. For the Lord is my strong-
hold and my sure defense, and
he will be my Savior. Therefore
you shall draw water with rejoic-
ing from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say,
Give thanks to the Lord and call
upon his Name; Make his deeds
known among the peoples;

see that they remember that his
Name is exalted. Sing the praises
of the Lord, for he has done
great things, and this is known in
all the world. Cry aloud, inhabit-
ants of Zion, ring out your joy, for
the great one in the midst of you
is the Holy One of Israel. Glory to
the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for
ever. Amen.

Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again
I will say, Rejoice. Let your gen-
tleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

Luke 3:7-18

John said to the crowds that came
out to be baptized by him, "You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? Bear
fruits worthy of repentance. Do not
begin to say to yourselves, 'We have
Abraham as our ancestor'; for | tell
you, God is able from these stones
to raise up children to Abraham.
Even now the ax is lying at the root
of the trees; every tree therefore
that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire." And
the crowds asked him, "What then
should we do?"

In reply he said to them,
"Whoever has two coats must
share with anyone who has
none; and whoever has food
must do likewise." Even tax col-
lectors came to be baptized, and
they asked him, "Teacher, what
should we do?" He said to them,
"Collect no more than the
amount prescribed for you." Sol-
diers also asked him, "And we,
what should we do?" He said to
them, "Do not extort money
from anyone by threats or false
accusation, and be satisfied with
your wages." As the people were
filled with expectation, and all
were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, John an-
swered all of them by saying, "I
baptize you with water; but one
who is more powerful than | is
coming; | am not worthy to untie
the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing fork is in
his hand, to clear his threshing
floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable
fire." So, with many other exhor-
tations, he proclaimed the good
news to the people.



