
 8th December 10:30am: Christmas Carol Service, Gt Witchingham     
Village Hall                          
12th December 7pm: Sparham Christmas Concert, St Mary’s, Sparham 
15th December 4pm: Carol Service, St Peter & St Pauls, Salle                  
15th December 7pm: Carol Service, St Mary’s, Reepham                   
16th December 6:30pm:  Carol Service, St Andrew’s, Wood Dalling 
18th December 7:30pm: Christmas Concert, All Saint’s, Weston  

 Services for next week: Sunday 8th December                                  
9am Holy Communion(BCP), St Mary’s, Bylaugh                                
9am Holy Communion, St Andrew’s, Thurning                               

10:30am Holy Communion, St Mary’s, Reepham                           
10:30am Word and Praise, St Margraet’s, Lyng                       

10:30am Favouriate Carols, Gt Witchingham Village Hall                
5pm  - 8pm Festival of Light, St Michael’s, Reepham 

The Rev’d. Helen Rengert, 01603 879275 revdhelenrwv@gmail.com   

The Rev’d. Keith Rengert, 01603 879275 revdkeith@gmail.com (Sunday only) 

The Rev’d. Richard Turk, 07721 035009 revdrichardrwv@gmail.com  

Email parishofÏcerwv@gmail.com to submit articles or join the mailing list.                      
FACEBOOK: Reepham & Wensum Valley Events                                                                      
WEBSITE:  www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk                                 
Pew Notes are available to download from the RWV website and the E-newsletter 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact your Parish Safeguarding 
OfÏcer.  Details in the church porch or on the RWV website.  

Words of Light and Hope   1 st December 2024 – Advent Sunday 

‘WAIT!                                               Helena Crockford LLM 

Today is the start of the season of Advent, and of the new church liturgical 
year. Each of the four Sundays in Advent has its own word. Today it is ‘Wait!’ 
We are remembering that first ‘Waiting’ of the world for Christ’s birth. We 
are part of the long ‘Waiting’ for Christ to ‘come again’. We are waiting now 
for the moments, again and again, when Christ, when Love, is ‘born in us to-
day’.         
 But are we any good at waiting? Is being caught up in the busyness of prepa-
rations for Christmas a way to get ready in a practical sense, but might mean 
we miss out on becoming ready for the arrival of Love and what this relation-
ship might want of us? The Church of England calls us this year during Ad-
vent to ‘Follow the Star - Calm and Bright’ – what could we NOT do in the 
next few weeks, in order to create some moments of Peace? The online ad-
vent calendar might give some ideas and can be followed here: 
www.churchofengland.org/faith-life/what-we-believe/advent-and-

christmas/advent-calendar  
 

The Methodist Church suggests this year we try to ‘hush the noise’ so that 
we might ‘hear the angels sing’: 
Advent dawns with lights strung high and music everywhere,                                                                          
Sights and smells abound around,                 
Senses assaulted and confused,              
O hush the noise, let’s hear the angels sing.                     
Amid the lists and cards and gifts,                        
Amid the pleas and “please can we”,                      
Amid the chaos of the world,               
O hush the noise, let’s hear the angels sing.                      
Let’s seek to see and seek to hear.                       
Let’s seek to feel and seek to know.                      
Let’s seek to find peace and love.                             
O hush the noise, let’s hear the angels sing. 
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Jeremiah 33:14-16                              
The days are surely coming, says 
the Lord, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. In 
those days and at that time I will 
cause a  righteous Branch to spring 
up for David; and he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the 
land. In those days Judah will be 
saved and Jerusalem will live in 
safety. And this is the name by 
which it will be called: "The Lord is 
our righteousness." 

Psalm 25:1-9  Ad te, Domine, levavi                
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
my God, I put my trust in you; * let 
me not be humiliated, nor let my  
enemies triumph over me.                         
2 Let none who look to you be put to 
shame; *let the treacherous be     
disappointed in their schemes.             
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * and 
teach me your paths.                           
4 Lead me in your truth and teach 
me, * for you are the God of my   
salvation; in you have I trusted all 
the day long.                                            
5 Remember, O Lord, your             
compassion and love, * for they are 
from everlasting.                                   
6 Remember not the sins of my 
youth and my transgressions; *     
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, 
O Lord.                                                   
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his 
way.                                                         
8 He guides the humble in doing 
right * and teaches his way to the 
lowly.                                                       
9 All the paths of the Lord are love 
and faithfulness * to those who keep 
his covenant and his testimonies. 

Then they will see 'the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud' with power and 
great glory. Now when these things 
begin to take place, stand up and 
raise your heads,   because your 
redemption is drawing near." Then 
he told them a parable: "Look at 
the fig tree and all the trees; as 
soon as they sprout leaves you can 
see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. So also, 
when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom 
of God is near. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until 
all things have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. "Be on 
guard so that your hearts are not 
weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of 
this life, and that day catch you  
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will 
come upon all who live on the face 
of the whole earth. Be alert at all 
times, praying that you may have 
the strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man." 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13               
How can we thank God enough for 
you in return for all the joy that we 
feel before our God because of 
you? Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you face 
to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. Now may our 
God and Father himself and our 
Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
And may the Lord make you                
increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you. And may 
he so strengthen your hearts in 
holiness that you may be           
blameless before our God and   
Father at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his saints. 

Luke 21:25-36                                      
Jesus said, "There will be signs in 
the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of 
the sea and the waves. People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of 
what is coming upon the world, for 
the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken.  

The Collect:                           
Almighty God, give us grace 
to cast away the works of 
darkness, and put on the   
armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in 
which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great     
humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life im-
mortal; through him who 
lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 


