Words of Light and Hope Jane McLarty

Yesterday, Saturday 19 th October, was the festival of Henry Martyn (1781-
1812), translator of the Scriptures and missionary. Henry left England in
1805 to go to Calcutta as a chaplain to the East India company. He was
expected to minister only to the British expat community; but he set about
learning the local languages, and then supervised the translation of the New
Testament first into Hindi and then into Persian and Arabic.

One of the early scholars to understand the importance of being able to
read or hear the Bible in our native language was William Tyndale (1494 —
1596), who is said to have told one cleric ‘If God spare my life, ere many
years pass, | will cause a boy that driveth the plow shall know more of the
Scripture than thou dost.’

This is what the Baptist preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834 — 1892)
said about living on God’s word — an immersion in the Bible possible only
because of the work of those who went before him:

| was sitting, one day, in the New Forest, under a beech tree. | like to look at
the beech and study it, as | do many other trees, for every tree has its own
peculiarities and habits, its special ways of twisting its boughs and growing
its bark, and opening its leaves and so forth. As | looked up at that beech and
admired the wisdom of God in making it, | saw a squirrel running round and
round the trunk and up the branches, and | thought to myself, “Ah, this
beech tree is a great deal more to you than it is to me, for it is your home,
your living, your all.” Its big branches were the main streets of his city and its
little boughs were the lanes. Somewhere in that tree he had his house and
the beech mast was his daily food—he lived on it. Well now, the way to deal
with God’s Word is not merely to contemplate it, or to study it, as a student
does, but to live on it as that squirrel lives on his beech tree! Let it be to you,
spiritually, your house, your home, your food, your medicine, your
clothing—the one essential element of your soul’s life and growth.
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Dew Noted

21st & 28th October 7pm: Autumn Study, Reepham

25th October 7:30pm: Harvest Supper, Hall for All, Weston Longyville
26th October 5pm: Tea Time concert of Sacred Music, Salle

27th October 3pm: In Memory Service, St Mary's, Reepham

3rd November 4pm: Evensong with Ketts Consort, Weston Longville
6th November 6pm: In Memory Service, St Margaret's, Lyng

Services for next week: Sunday 20th October
9:00am Mattins, St Andrew’s, Thurning
9:00am Mattins (BCP), St Mary’s. Bylaugh
10:30am Harvest Service, St Margaret's, Swannington
10:30am Holy Communion, St Mary’s, Reepham
10:30am Holy Communion (BCP), St Mary’s Sparham
10:30am Words & Praise, St Mary’s Elsing

The Rev’d. Helen Rengert, 01603 879275 revdhelenrwv@gmail.com

The Rev’d. Keith Rengert, 01603 879275 revdkeith@gmail.com (Sunday only)

The Rev’d. Richard Turk, 07721 035009 revdrichardrwv@gmail.com

Email parishofficerwv@gmail.com to submit articles or join the mailing list.
FACEBOOK: Reepham & Wensum Valley Events
WEBSITE: www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk

Pew Notes are available to download from the RWV website and the E-newsletter

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact your Parish Safeguarding
Officer. Details in the church porch or on the RWV website.
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Job 38:1-7, (34-41)

The LORD answered Job out of the
whirlwind: "Who is this that darkens
counsel by words without knowledge?
Gird up your loins like a man, | will
question you, and you shall declare to
me. "Where were you when | laid the
foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you
have understanding. Who determined
its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it? On
what were its bases sunk, or who laid
its cornerstone when the morning stars
sang together and all the heavenly
beings shouted for joy? “Can you lift up
your voice to the clouds, so that a flood
of waters may cover you? Can you send
forth lightnings, so that they may go
and say to you, ‘Here we are’? Who has
put wisdom in the inward parts, or
given understanding to the mind? Who
has the wisdom to number the clouds?
Or who can tilt the waterskins of the
heavens, when the dust runs into a
mass and the clods cling together?
“Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or
satisfy the appetite of the young lions,
when they crouch in their dens, or lie in
wait in their covert? Who provides for
the raven its prey, when its young ones
cry to God, and wander about for lack
of food?

Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b

Benedic, anima mea

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul;

O LorRD my God, how excellent is your
greatness! you are clothed with
majesty and splendor.

2 You wrap yourself with light as with
a cloak and spread out the heavens
like a curtain.

3 You lay the beams of your chambers
in the waters above; you make the
clouds your chariot you ride on the
wings of the wind.

4 You make the winds your
messengers and flames of fire your
servants.

5 You have set the earth upon its
foundations, so that it never shall
move at any time.

6 You covered it with the Deep as with
a mantle; the waters stood higher
than the mountains.

7 At your rebuke they fled; at the
voice of your thunder they hastened
away.

8 They went up into the hills and
down to the valleys beneath, to the
places you had appointed for them.
9 You set the limits that they should
not pass; they shall not again cover
the earth.

25 O LorD, how manifold are your
works! in wisdom you have made
them all; the earth is full of your
creatures.

37b Hallelujah!

Hebrews 5:1-10

Every high priest chosen from among
mortals is put in charge of things
pertaining to God on their behalf, to
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is
able to deal gently with the ignorant
and wayward, since he himself is
subject to weakness; and because of
this he must offer sacrifice for his own
sins as well as for those of the people.
And one does not presume to take this
honor, but takes it only when called by
God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ
did not glorify himself in becoming a
high priest, but was appointed by the
one who said to him, “You are my Son,
today | have begotten you”; as he says
also in another place, “You are a priest
forever, according to the order of
Melchizedek.” In the days of his flesh,
Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears,
to the one who was able to save him
from death, and he was heard because
of his reverent submission. Although
he was a Son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered; and having
been made perfect, he became the
source of eternal salvation for all who
obey him, having been designated by
God a high priest according to the
order of Melchizedek.

Mark 10:35-45

James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
came forward to Jesus and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us
whatever we ask of you.” And he said
to them, “What is it you want me to do
for you?” And they said to him, “Grant
us to sit, one at your right hand and
one at your left, in your glory.” But
Jesus said to them, “You do not know
what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that | drink, or be
baptized with the baptism that | am
baptized with?” They replied, “We are
able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The
cup that | drink you will drink; and with
the baptism with which | am baptized,
you will be baptized; but to sit at my
right hand or at my left is not mine to
grant, but it is for those for whom it has
been prepared.” When the ten heard
this, they began to be angry with James
and John. So Jesus called them and said
to them, “You know that among the
Gentiles those whom they recognize as
their rulers lord it over them, and their
great ones are tyrants over them. But it
is not so among you; but whoever
wishes to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever
wishes to be first among you must be
slave of all. For the Son of Man came
not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life a ransom for many.”



