
 Words of Light and Hope Jane McLarty 

 

Yesterday (Saturday 17th June) was the Commemora琀椀on Day in the Church of    
England of Samuel and Henrie琀琀a Barne琀琀, social reformers. 
 

Born into a Bristol manufacturing family in 1844, Samuel Barne琀琀 was ordained 
in 1867 to a curacy at St Mary’s, Bryanston Square in Marylebone where he 
met, and in 1873 married, Henrie琀琀a Rowland (born 1851), the daughter of a 
wealthy London businessman. With a deep prac琀椀cal faith of her own Henrie琀琀a 
was working with the housing reformer Octavia Hill. 
Later in 1873 the Barne琀琀s moved to London’s East End when Samuel became 
Vicar of St Jude’s, Whitechapel. They were both deeply a昀昀ected by  the squalid            
condi琀椀ons in which their parishioners lived and became much involved in                         
promo琀椀ng social reform both locally and on the na琀椀onal stage. 
Ac琀椀ve Chris琀椀an Socialists, they sought to ensure that social reform was based 
on Chris琀椀an principles and that Chris琀椀ans were ac琀椀vely involved in social       
reform. 
 

Samuel lobbied for the Ar琀椀sans’ Dwellings Act of 1875. He served on the                 
Whitechapel Board of Guardians and was one of the 昀椀rst in England to propose 
universal pension provision. Henrie琀琀a was also involved in various projects of 
her own, mainly involving educa琀椀on and the welfare of children.  
In 1906 Samuel was appointed a canon (and later sub-dean) of  
Westminster and the couple moved to leafy Hampstead. The contrast with             
Whitechapel inspired Henrie琀琀a to create a model suburb in which decent   
housing, open spaces and recrea琀椀onal ameni琀椀es would be available to people 
of modest income. This was the origin of Hampstead Garden Suburb, which  
developed a昀琀er 1907. When completed the development featured special 
housing for the old and disabled, modern schools and new churches. 
 

Their memorial in Westminster Abbey talks of ‘the witness that [Samuel] bore 
to God in the world as with faith and courage he followed Christ’. We may not 
achieve such spectacular advances for Chris琀椀an social jus琀椀ce: but I like to think 
of George Eliot’s comment at the end of her novel Middlemarch: 
‘the growing good of the world is partly dependent on unhistoric acts; and that 
things are not so ill with you and me as they might have been, is half owing to 
the number who lived faithfully a hidden life, and rest in unvisited tombs.’ 
 

(Informa琀椀on on the Barne琀琀s from Saints on Earth: a biographical 
companion to Common Worship by John H Darch and Stuart K Burns) 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact your Parish Safeguarding O昀케cer.     
Details in the church porch or on the RWV website.  

• Messy Church will be returning to St Michael’s Reepham on Thursday 22nd June 
from 3.15pm to 5.45pm. Children and their families are welcome to join us for 
free, messy fun and cra昀琀s, a Messy Celebra琀椀on in St Mary’s followed by a hot 
meal for everyone in St Michael’s. Children must be accompanied by an adult.  
Everyone is welcome.  

• It's Your Move Booklets from Scripture Union At Reepham we plan to give all 
the year 6 students the "It's Your Move" booklet as they prepare for the next 
step in their educa琀椀on in September. Dona琀椀ons can be given to Sue Cripps or Jo 
Tym. Each booklet costs £1.53 with any excess funds raised going to the Ann 
Munt fund for children’s work.   

Service for next week: Sunday 25th June — Third Sunday a昀琀er Trinity 

9am    Ma琀椀ns    St Andrew’s, Thurning 

9am   Ma琀椀ns    St Mary’s, Bylaugh 

10.30am   Holy Communion    St Mary’s, Reepham 

10.30am   Pet Service    St Margaret’s, Swannington 

10.30am   Holy Communion (BCP)  St Mary’s, Sparham 

10.30am  Word and Praise   St Mary’s, Elsing 

6pm   Evening Prayer   St Peter and St Paul’s Salle 

The Rev’d. Helen Rengert, 01603 879275 revdhelenrwv@gmail.com   
The Rev’d. Keith Rengert, 01603 879275 revdkeith@gmail.com (Sunday only) 
The Rev’d. Judith Sweetman, 07484862962 (Friday to Sunday)                                 
judith.sweetman@b琀椀nternet.com  
The Rev’d. Richard Turk, 07721 035009 revdrichardrwv@gmail.com  
 

Email parisho昀케cerwv@gmail.com to submit ar琀椀cles or join the mailing list.      
FACEBOOK: Reepham & Wensum Valley Events  
WEBSITE:  www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk                
Pew Notes are available to download from the RWV website and the E-newsle琀琀er 

mailto:revdhelenrwv
mailto:revdkeith@gmail.com
mailto:judith.sweetman@btinternet.com
mailto:revdrichardrwv@gmail.com
mailto:parishofficerwv@gmail.com
https://www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk/


Readings for Sunday 18th June 

Genesis 18:1-15  The Lord appeared to Abraham by 
the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his 
tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw 
three men standing near him. When he saw them, 
he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and 
bowed down to the ground. He said, ‘My lord, if I 
昀椀nd favour with you, do not pass by your servant. Let 
a li琀琀le water be brought, and wash your feet, and 
rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a li琀琀le 
bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and a昀琀er 
that you may pass on—since you have come to your 
servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’ And 
Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, 
‘Make ready quickly three measures of choice 昀氀our, 
knead it, and make cakes.’ Abraham ran to the herd, 
and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the 
servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took 
curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, 
and set it before them; and he stood by them under 
the tree while they ate. They said to him, ‘Where is 
your wife      Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in the 
tent.’ Then one said, ‘I will surely return to you in 
due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.’ 
And Sarah was   listening at the tent entrance behind 
him. Now   Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced 
in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah a昀琀er the man-
ner of       women. So Sarah laughed to herself, say-
ing, ‘A昀琀er I have grown old, and my husband is old, 
shall I have pleasure?’ The Lord said to Abraham, 
‘Why did    Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I indeed bear 
a child, now that I am old?” Is anything too wonder-
ful for the Lord? At the set 琀椀me I will return to you, 
in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.’ But Sarah       
denied, saying, ‘I did not laugh’; for she was afraid. 
He said, ‘Oh yes, you did laugh. 

Psalm 116 9-17   Dilexi, quoniam  
9   I believed, even when I said, 
    "I have been brought very low." * 

     In my distress I said, "No one can be trusted." 

10  How shall I repay the LORD * 

     for all the good things he has done for me? 

11   I will li昀琀 up the cup of salva琀椀on * 

     and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
12   I will ful昀椀l my vows to the LORD * 

     in the presence of all his people. 
13   Precious in the sight of the LORD * 

     is the death of his servants. 
14   O LORD, I am your servant; * 

     I am your servant and the child of your hand
 maid; 
     you have freed me from my bonds. 
15   I will o昀昀er you the sacri昀椀ce of thanksgiving * 

     and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
16   I will ful昀椀l my vows to the LORD * 

     in the presence of all his people, 
17   In the courts of the LORD'S house, * 

     in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
     Hallelujah! 
 

Romans 5:1-8  Therefore, since we are jus琀椀昀椀ed by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Je-
sus Christ, through whom we have obtained ac-
cess to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 
our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only 
that, but we also boast in our su昀昀erings, knowing 
that su昀昀ering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
For while we were s琀椀ll weak, at the right 琀椀me 

Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will any-
one die for a righteous person—though perhaps for 
a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. But God proves his love for us in that while we 
s琀椀ll were    sinners Christ died for us. 
 

Ma琀琀hew 9:35-10:8 Then Jesus went about all the 
ci琀椀es and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and   
curing every disease and every sickness. When he 
saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,       
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
‘The harvest is plen琀椀ful, but the labourers are 
few;  therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send 
out labourers into his harvest.’ 
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave 
them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them 
out, and to cure every disease and every                        
sickness. These are the names of the twelve                  
apostles: 昀椀rst, Simon, also known as Peter, and his             
brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his 
brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Ma琀琀hew the tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, 
and     Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas 
Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. These twelve 
Jesus sent out with the following instruc琀椀ons: ‘Go 
nowhere among the Gen琀椀les, and enter no town of 
the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, 
“The kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out    
demons. You received without payment; give       
without payment. 

Scripture quota琀椀ons are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edi琀椀on, copyright © 
1989, 1995 Na琀椀onal Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. The Psalms are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.  

 


