
Words of Light and Hope from  
Helena Crockford LLM 

 

David Hoyle talks about the season of 
Advent in his book 

A Year of Grace: “Advent brings us face 
to face with our 

limits, it plunges us into uncertainty. 
The word ‘Advent’ 
comes from the same root as the word 
adventure. These 

weeks before Christmas are…like a 
rollercoaster 

ride….Advent is the season when we 
are…reminded that 
the future is not what we make it, but 
what God gives 

us…the season when we give the future 
back to God.” 

The two priest-poets George Herbert 
and Malcolm Guite 

have both written poems about calling 
for God to come. 
 

O Emmanuel by Malcolm Guite (1957-) 
O come, O come, and be our God-with-

us, 
O long-sought with-ness for a world 
without, 
O secret seed, O hidden spring of light. 
Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken 

Name, 
Come Root, and Key, and King, and holy 
Flame, 
O quickened little wick so tightly curled, 
Be folded with us into time and place, 
Unfold for us the mystery of grace 

And make a womb of all this wounded 
world. 
O heart of heaven beating in the earth, 
O tiny hope within our hopelessness, 
Come to be born, to bear us to our 
birth, 
To touch a dying world with new-made 
hands 

And make these rags of time our swad-
dling bands. 
 

Come my Way by George Herbert (1593
-1633) 
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life! 
Such a Way as gives us breath: 
Such a Truth as ends all strife: 
Such a Life as killeth Death. 
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength! 
Such a Light, as shows as feast: 
Such a Feast, as mends in length: 
Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart! 
Such a Joy, as none can move: 
Such a Love, as none can part: 
Such a Heart, as joys in love. 

Services for Next Week  -  Sunday 11th December Third Sunday of Advent 

9am    Holy Communion (BCP)   St Mary’s, Bylaugh 

9am   Holy Communion   St Andrew’s, Thurning 

10.30am  Holy Communion   St Mary’s, Reepham 

10.30am  Word and Praise Carol Service St Margaret’s, Lyng 

10.30am  Holy Communion   St Mary’s, Great Witchingham 

4pm   Christmas Talent Show  Great Witchingham Village Hall 

The Rev’d. Helen Rengert, 01603 879275 revdhelenrwv@gmail.com   
The Rev’d. Keith Rengert, 01603 879275 revdkeith@gmail.com 

The Rev’d. Judith Sweetman, 07484862962 (Friday to Sunday)                                 
judith.sweetman@btinternet.com  
The Rev’d. Richard Turk, 07721 035009 revdrichardrwv@gmail.com  
 

Email parishofficerwv@gmail.com to submit articles or join the mailing list.      
FACEBOOK: Reepham & Wensum Valley Events  
WEBSITE:  www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk                
Pew Notes are available to download from the RWV website and the E-newsletter 

Reepham Life Calendar 2023  Cost £8.00 (£4.00 goes to St Mary's and St 
Michael's Church fund) Available from Reepham Church at Sunday Services Or 
Contact Sue Page 01603 870886 sue.gislingham@gmail.com. Fundraising Christ-
mas cards are also available from the back of St Mary’s, priced at 6 for £5 
or £5 depending on the design.  All proceeds go to St Mary’s and St 
Michael’s Church Fund.   If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact your Parish                         

Safeguarding Officer. Details in the church porch or on the RWV website.  

Carol service across the Benefice 

Sunday 18th December 

11am, St Peter and St Paul, Salle 

6pm, St Mary’s, Reepham 

6pm, St Mary’s, Sparham 

6pm, St Margaret’s, Swannington 
 

Monday 19th December 

6pm, St Andrew’s Wood Dalling 

Wednesday 21st December 

6pm, St Mart’s Great Witchingham 

Thursday 22nd December 

3pm, St Mary’s, Bylaugh  

Advent services across the Benefice 

Tuesday 20th December 

4pm, Dress Up Nativity, St Mary’s Elsing 

Saturday 24th December 

11am, Family Christmas Crafts and Treats at 
Great Witchingham Village Hall. 
 

Christingle 

2pm and 4pm, St Mary’s, Reepham 

4pm, St Margaret’s, Lyng 

Midnight Mass—11.30pm at St Andrew’s, 
Attlebridge, St Mary’s, Reepham and St 
Mary’s, Elsing 
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Readings for Sunday 4th December,  
Second Sunday in Advent 

 

Isaiah 11:1-10 (NRSVA) 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
LORD. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by 
what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie 
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's 
den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy    
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to 
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Deus, judicium 

1  Give the King your justice, O God, *                           
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2  That he may rule your people righteously *                         
and the poor with justice; 
3  That the mountains may bring prosperity to the 
people, * and the little hills bring righteousness. 
4  He shall defend the needy among the people; *                  
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
5  He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
* from one generation to another. 
6  He shall come down like rain upon the mown 
field, * like showers that water the earth. 
7  In his time shall the righteous flourish; *                             
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall 
be no more. 
18  Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, *                   
who alone does wondrous deeds! 
19  And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * and 
may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen. 
 

Romans 15:4-13 (NRSVA) 
Whatever was written in former days was written for 
our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in ac-
cordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on be-
half of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written,  "Therefore I will confess you among the Gen-
tiles, and sing praises to your name"; 
and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his peo-
ple";  and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and 

let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, 
"The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule 
the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilder-
ness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather 
belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 
were going out to him, and all the region along the Jor-
dan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees com-
ing for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up chil-
dren to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root 
of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” (NRSVA) 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  


