Words of Light and Hope from Tony Hawes.

Christ the King

When | was confirmed in 1953 | was given a small book of prayers entitled, Before
the Throne.” It was quite helpful, but for me, too many words. When praying, |
appreciate silence and stillness. Just sitting in an empty church, or kneeling at the
altar rail with it’s “lingering Presence”, when “I look at Him, and He looks at me.”
Sometimes | wonder if | should have been a Quaker!

What follows are extracts from the Advices and Queries of Quaker faith and
practice:-

Take heed, dear Friends, to the promptings of love and truth in your hearts. Trust
them as leadings of God whose Light shows us our darkness and brings us to new

Bring the whole of your life under the ordering of the spirit of Christ. Are you open
to the healing power of God’s love? Cherish that of God within you, so that

this love may grow in you and guide you. Let your worship and your daily life en-
rich each other. Treasure your experience of God, however it comes to you.
Remember that Christianity is not a notion but a way......

Do you try to set aside times of quiet for openness to the Holy Spirit? All of us
need to find a way into silence which allows us to deepen our awareness of

the divine and to find the inward source of our strength. Seek to know an inward
stillness, even amid the activities of daily life. Do you encourage in yourself and in
others a habit of dependence on God’s guidance for each day? Hold yourself and
others in the Light, knowing that all are cherished by God. Remember that each
one of us is unique, precious, a child of God......

We do not own the world, and its riches are not ours to dispose of at will. Show a
loving consideration for all creatures, and seek to maintain the beauty and variety
of the world. Work to ensure that our increasing power over nature is used re-
sponsibly, with reverence for life. Rejoice in the splendour of God’s continuing
creation.

Come, Lord, and rule in our hearts, until your kingdom come on earth as it is in
heaven. Amen.
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Welcome Café Every Tuesday from —11.30am-1pm in St Michael’s, Reepham

The Welcome Café will be opening its doors every Tuesday in St Michael’s from
11.30am to 1pm. It a place that’s open to everyone to chat, play games or dabble in
some arts and crafts whilst enjoying tea, coffee and soft drinks. We will also be
organising monthly group trips to local coffee shops. Open to all, just drop in.

Reepham Life Calendar 2023 Cost £8.00 (£4.00 goes to St Mary's and St Michael's
Church fund) Available from the Reepham Church on Sunday Services Or Contact Sue
Page 01603 870886 sue.gislingham@gmail.com

Jane Mclarty will be formally licensed as LLM to St Mary's in a service at Norwich
Cathedral on Saturday 26th November at 10.30am. If you plan to attend could you
please let her know on jJdm35@cam.ac.uk or 07791 870104 as she can then make
sure you have a seat at the front (for up to 10 people!).

Services for Next Week - Sunday 27th November Advent Sunday

10.30am  Holy Communion and Confirmations with Rt Rev Graham Usher, Bishop
of Norwich, at St Margaret’s, Swannington
6pm Advent Carol Service St Mary’s, Reepham

The Rev’d. Helen Rengert, 01603 879275 revdhelenrwv@gmail.com
The Rev’d. Keith Rengert, 01603 879275 revdkeith@gmail.com

The Rev’d. Judith Sweetman, 07484862962 (Friday to Sunday)
judith.sweetman@btinternet.com

The Rev’d. Richard Turk, 07721 035009 revdrichardrwv@gmail.com

Email parishofficerwv@gmail.com to submit articles or join the mailing list.
FACEBOOK: Reepham & Wensum Valley Events

WEBSITE: www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk

Pew Notes are available to download from the RWV website and the E-newsletter

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact your Parish
Safeguarding Officer. Details in the church porch or on the RWV website.
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Readings for Sunday 20th November,
Christ the King

Jeremiah 23:1-6 (NRSVA)
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the
sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. Therefore thus
says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shep-
herds who shepherd my people: It is you who have
scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and
you have not attended to them. So | will attend to you
for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then | myself will
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands
where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to
their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. | will
raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them,
and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor
shall any be missing, says the LORD.
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will
raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign
as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be
saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name
by which he will be called: "The LORD is our
righteousness.
Psalm 46
Deus noster refugium
1 God is our refuge and strength,

* a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be
moved,

* and though the mountains be toppled into the
depths of the sea;
3 Though its waters rage and foam,

* and though the mountains tremble at its
tumult.
4 The LORD of hosts is with us;

* the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of
God,
* the holy habitation of the Most High.
6 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be over-
thrown;
* God shall help her at the break of day.
7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are
shaken;
* God has spoken, and the earth shall melt
away.
8 The LORD of hosts is with us;
* the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
9 Come now and look upon the works of the LORD,
* what awesome things he has done on earth.
10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world;
* he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and
burns the shields with fire.
11 "Be still, then, and know that | am God;
* | will be exalted among the nations; | will be
exalted in the earth."
12 The LORD of hosts is with us;
* the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Colossians 1:11-20 (NRSVA)

May you be made strong with all the strength that
comes from his glorious power, and may you be pre-
pared to endure everything with patience, while joyful-
ly giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to
share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He
has rescued us from the power of darkness and trans-
ferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth
were created, things visible and invisible, whether

thrones or dominions or rulers or powers-- all things
have been created through him and for him. He himself
is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church; he is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might
come to have first place in everything. For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him
God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.

Luke 23:33-43 (NRSVA)

When they came to the place that is called The Skull,
they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his
right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, for-
give them; for they do not know what they are doing."
And they cast lots to divide his clothing. The people
stood by, watching Jesus on the cross; but the leaders
scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save
himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!"
The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering
him sour wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription over
him, "This is the King of the Jews."

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept
deriding him and saying, "Are you not the Messi-
ah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked
him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation? And
we indeed have been condemned justly, for we
are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but
this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said,
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you
will be with me in Paradise."

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.

Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.



