Words of Light and Hope
from Helena Crockford LLM

This week will see the start of the COP27

climate conference on 6th November.
From Glasgow last year, to Egypt this
year, it will be “the African COP”.

The “Green Christian” offers this:
“Do not be anxious about anything, but
in every situation, by prayer and

petition, with thanksgiving, present your

requests to God.” Philippians 4:6

It is hard to imagine world leaders
coming up with an agreement at COP27
that preserves the abundance of
Creation. That is why we need to pray,
and in the words of Walter Wink, ‘pray
an alternative future into being.’

CAFOD offers this prayer:

God of blessings,

the universe sings of your glory.
Deepen our gratitude for all you have
made and awaken in us a renewed
commitment

to care for the earth and each other.

Inspire world leaders at COP27,

with openness to listen

to those most affected by climate
change

and with courage to act urgently and
wisely,

so that our common home may be
healed and restored

and all people, and generations to come,

may delight in it.
Amen.

Tearfund asks us to pray particularly
about ‘Climate finance’ - funding for
actions that stop the crisis from getting
worse (known as ‘mitigation’) and help
countries to adapt to its impacts
(‘adaptation’)....[and] pay for the
unavoidable ‘loss and damage’
experienced by those whose homes,
livelihoods and even lives are being lost
as a result of the climate crisis. It
matters because — although the climate

crisis is a global problem — its effects are

felt most acutely by people in low-
income countries: those who did the
least to contribute to climate change
and have the fewest resources to cope
with it.” Action can include signing this
petition:

https://www.tearfund.org /forms/
climate-petition

We can pray particularly for Africa’s
Great Green Wall
(www.greatgreenwall.org).

Desmond Tutu quoted this Ghanian
prayer in An African Prayerbook -
“Lord, | rejoice in your creation,

And that you are behind it, and before,
And next to it, and above — and within
us.

Lord your sun is balmy,

It caresses the grass and the cassava
Out of the clay,

Tops it with flowers,

Draws out the mahogany,

Throws birds into the sky,

And out of us it drums

A song of praise for you.”
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Autumn Fayre, Reepham —help needed!

We are looking for good quality Bric-a-brac, second hand books as well as donations
of raffle and tombola prizes and homemade cakes for our Autumn Fayre in St
Michael’s Reepham on 12th November between 9.30am and 12noon. If you are able
to help— please contact Sue Cripps.

Autumn Fair — Lyng

Join us in Lyng Village Hall on Saturday 19th November from 10am for an Autumn
Fair. With a Grand Draw, tombola, teas, cakes, preserves, bric-a-brac, plants,
books and gifts you are sure to have an enjoyable morning! All funds raised will
go towards St Margaret’s Church fund.

Services for next week: Sunday 6th November, (Third Sunday before Advent)

9am Salle Holy Communion
10.30am  Sparham OASIS

10.30am  Elsing Holy Communion
10.30am Gt Witchingham Holy Communion
10.30am  Reepham Morning Worship
10.30am  Swannington “Your Favourite Hymns”

The Rev’d. Helen Rengert, 01603 879275 revdhelenrwv@gmail.com
The Rev’'d. Keith Rengert, 01603 879275 revdkeith@gmail.com

The Rev’d. Judith Sweetman, 07484862962 (Friday to Sunday)
judith.sweetman@btinternet.com

The Rev’d. Richard Turk, 07721 035009 revdrichardrwv@gmail.com

Email parishofficerwv@gmail.com to submit articles or join the mailing list.
FACEBOOK: Reepham & Wensum Valley Events

WEBSITE: www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk

Pew Notes are available to download from the RWV website and the E-newsletter

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact your Parish
Safeguarding Officer. Details in the church porch or on the RWV website.
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Readings for Sunday 30th October

Isaiah 1:10-18

Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom!
Listen to the teaching of our God, you people of
Gomorrah!

What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
says the LORD;

I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and
the fat of fed beasts;

| do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs,
or of goats.

When you come to appear before me, who asked
this from your hand? Trample my courts no more;
bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomina-
tion to me.

New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation

-- | cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.

Your new moons and your appointed festivals my
soul hates;

they have become a burden to me, | am weary of
bearing them.

When you stretch out your hands, | will hide my
eyes from you;

even though you make many prayers, | will not lis-
ten; your hands are full of blood.

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove
the evil of your doings from before my eyes;
cease to do evil, learn to do good;

seek justice, rescue the oppressed,

defend the orphan, plead for the widow.

Come now, let us argue it out, says the LORD:
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like
snow;

though they are red like crimson, they shall be-

come like wool. (NRSVA)
Psalm 32:1-8
Beati quorum
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are
forgiven,
* and whose sin is put away!
2 Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no
guilt,
* and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3 While | held my tongue, my bones withered
away,
* because of my groaning all day long.
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
* my moisture was dried up as in the heat of
summer.
5 Then | acknowledged my sin to you,
* and did not conceal my guilt.
6 | said," | will confess my transgressions to the
LORD."
* Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers
to you in time of trouble;
* when the great waters overflow, they shall
not reach them.
8 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from
trouble;
* you surround me with shouts of
deliverance.
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Fa-
ther and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. We must always give thanks

to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, be-
cause your faith is growing abundantly, and the
love of everyone of you for one another is increas-
ing. Therefore we ourselves boast of you among
the churches of God for your steadfastness and
faith during all your persecutions and the afflic-
tions that you are enduring. To this end we always
pray for you, asking that our God will make you
worthy of his call and will fulfill by his power every
good resolve and work of faith, so that the name
of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you
in him, according to the grace of our God and the
Lord Jesus Christ. (NRSVA)

Luke 19:1-10

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it.
A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief
tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he
could not, because he was short in stature. So he
ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see
him, because he was going to pass that way. When
Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to
him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for | must
stay at your house today." So he hurried down and
was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began
to grumble and said, "He has gone to be the guest
of one who is a sinner." Zacchaeus stood there and
said to the Lord, "Look, half of my possessions,
Lord, I will give to the poor; and if | have defraud-
ed anyone of anything, | will pay back four times as
much." Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation
has come to this house, because he too is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out
and to save the lost." (NRSVA)

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.



