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Words of Light and Hope from Jane McLarty 

This Sunday 23 rd October is Bible Sunday – and so for this week’s ‘words’, some 
passages on the Word… 
 

In truth, before Jesus, Scripture was like water, but since Jesus it has become for us 
the wine into which Jesus changed the water. 
(Origen, c185 – 253 CE) 
 

Scripture is an ocean that will never finish being explored. (Olivier Clement, The  
Roots of Christian Mysticism) 
 

When the Old Testament foretells what the New Testament declares accomplished 
in the Lord, they face each other like the two cherubim, their gaze fixed on the 
mercy seat, because they are looking at the Lord between them and they…are re-
counting in harmony the mystery of his loving purpose. (Gregory the Great, 540 

– 604 CE) 
 

Never approach the words of the mysteries that are in the Scriptures without pray-
ing and asking for God’s help. Say, ‘Lord, grant me to feel the power that is in 
them.’ Reckon prayer to be the key that opens the true meaning of the Scriptures. 
(Isaac of Nineveh, (c 613-700 CE) 
 

It is said that after a lecture in Chicago in 1962 a student asked Karl Barth, the 
great Swiss theologian, whether he could summarise his life’s work in theology in 
one sentence. Barth replied, “Yes, I can. In the words of a song I learned at my 
mother’s knee: ‘Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.’” 

Autumn Fayre—help needed! 
We are looking for good quality Bric-a-brac, second hand books as well as donations 
of raffle and tombola prizes and homemade cakes for our Autumn Fayre in St 
Michael’s Reepham on 14th November. If you are able to help— please contact Sue 
Cripps.  

Services for Next Week— Sunday 30th October (Twentieth Sunday after Trinity) 
10.30am   Lyng      Holy Communion 

3.00pm  Reepham   “In Memory” Service 

Autumn Study & Discussion Group 2022 

Gathering on Six Monday Evenings,  7.15pm to 8.45pm at 39 Bircham Road, 
Reepham to discuss “Humbler Faith, Bigger God” by Samuel Wells.      
The programme is as follows:    October 24 - Introduction,  October 31 - Crutch for 
the Deluded?, November 7  - Drug for the Poor?,  November 14 - Perpetrator of 
Terrible Harm?, November 21 - Arrogant Narcissism?, November 28  - Cruel         
Fantasy? Copies of the book are available through Aslan books or Revelation Book 
Shop, Norwich. For more information or to confirm you place, please contact Sue 
Page 01603 870886 or email sue.gislingham@gmail.com.  

Reepham Parochial Church Council is seeking a suitable person to take over from the 
retiring Honorary Treasurer on 1st January 2023. The role includes: 
• running of the day to day finances of the PCC 

• record keeping 

• production of an annual budget 

• reporting to the PCC five times a year 

• producing the Annual Accounts for independent examination 

To find out more, please contact David Richmond:  richmond.42rr@btinternet.com 

Tel. no. 01603 871000 

In Memory Service   We will be holding special services to remember with love 
and thanksgiving, those loved ones who have died in recent years.  There is a    
service at 3pm in St Mary’s, Reepham on Sunday 30th October, followed by     
refreshments in St Michael's and in Lyng at 6.30pm on Wednesday 3rd November 
at St Margaret’s, Lyng.  
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Readings for Sunday 23rd October  
Jeremiah 14:7-10,19-22 

Although our iniquities testify against us, 
act, O Lord, for your name's sake; 

our apostasies indeed are many, 
and we have sinned against you. 

O hope of Israel, 
its savior in time of trouble, 

why should you be like a stranger in the land, 
like a traveler turning aside for the night? 

Why should you be like someone confused, 
like a mighty warrior who cannot give 
help? 

Yet you, O Lord, are in the midst of us, 
and we are called by your name;  
do not forsake us! 

Thus says the Lord concerning this people: 
Truly they have loved to wander, 

they have not restrained their feet; 
therefore the Lord does not accept them, 

now he will remember their iniquity  

and punish their sins. 
Have you completely rejected Judah? 

Does your heart loathe Zion? 

Why have you struck us down 

so that there is no healing for us? 

We look for peace, but find no good; 
for a time of healing, but there is terror 
instead. 

We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord, 
the iniquity of our ancestors,  
for we have sinned against you. 

Do not spurn us, for your name's sake; 
do not dishonor your glorious throne; 
remember and do not break your covenant 
with us. 

Can any idols of the nations bring rain? 

Or can the heavens give showers? 

Is it not you, O Lord our God? 

We set our hope on you,  
for it is you who do all this. 

 

Psalm 84:1-6 

Quam dilecta! 
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of 

hosts! * 

My soul has a desire and longing for the 
courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living 
God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 

and the swallow a nest where she may lay 
her young; * 

by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

they will always be praising you. 
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in 

you! * 

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will 

find it a place of springs, * 

for the early rains have covered it with 
pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 

and the God of gods will reveal himself in 
Zion. 

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 

I am already being poured out as a libation, and 
the time of my departure has come. I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and 
not only to me but also to all who have longed for 
his appearing. 
At my first defense no one came to my support, 
but all deserted me. May it not be counted 
against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave 
me strength, so that through me the message 
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles 
might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's 
mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil 
attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To 
him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Luke 18:9-14 

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous and regard-
ed others with contempt: "Two men went up to 
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 
a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
was praying thus, `God, I thank you that I am not 
like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I 
give a tenth of all my income.' But the tax collec-
tor, standing far off, would not even look up to 
heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, 
`God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this 
man went down to his home justified rather than 
the other; for all who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, but all who humble themselves will be 
exalted." 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  


