Words of Light and Hope
from Sue Page LLM

Seeing God in our World and Through
Our Days
You sing, of course you sing, | can hear
you
But make sure that your life sings
the same tune as your mouth.
Sing with your voices!
Sing with your lips!
Sing with your lives!
The Singer himself is the Song!
St. Augustine Sermon 34

A Blessing for Summer
May long summer days
speak to you of God’s enduring light.
May bright summer flowers speak to
you of God’s unending beauty.
May fresh summer fruits speak to you
of God’s continuing kindness.

May warm summer nights speak to
you of God’s enfolding comfort.
May early summer dawns speak to
you of God’s renewing hope.

Simon Taylor

Prayer is pouring out; sometimes we
pray with words,

sometimes with our hands, our
bodies, and our silence,

we pray with joy, sometimes with
tears We pour out the little we
have.....and in response God pours out
the limitless resources of His love. BRF

Christ in Woolworths
By Teresa Hooley

| did not think to find You there-
Crucifixes, large and small,
Sixpence and three pennies on a tray,
Among the artificial pearls,
Paste rings, tin watches, beads of
glass.
It seemed so strange to find You there
Fingered by people coarse and crass,
Who had no reverence at all.
Yet- what is it You would say?
“For these | hang upon my cross,
For these the agony and loss,
Though heedlessly they pass Me by”
Dear Lord, forgive such fools as |
Who thought it strange to find You
there.

This is the Christian’s joy:
| know that | am a thought in God,
no matter how insignificant | may be —
the most abandoned of beings,
one no one thinks of.
Today, when we think of Christmas
gifts,
how many outcasts no one thinks of!
Think to yourselves, you that are
outcast,
you that feel you are nothing in
history:
“l know that | am a thought in God
and that | am LOVED!.”

Oscar Romero

REEPHAM & WENSUM VALLEY
TEAM CHURCHES

Forthcoming Services and Events:

o Sunday 4th September, 4pm onwards — Family Sports Afternoon with
Afternoon Tea at Hall for All, Weston Longyville.

o Sunday 4th September, 10.30am “Praise and Thought” service at St
Margaret’s, Swannington— A selection of readings on the theme of prayer.

. Saturday 10th September, 10am-5pm — Norfolk Churches Trust Bike Ride

Lyng Church Summer Barbeque
Sunday 21st August, 12.30pm for 1pm, The Rectory, Rectory Road Lyng.

There will be a BBQ to raise funds for St Margaret’s church. Tickets are £10 per adult
and £5 per child which includes a selection of meats, salads and dessert as well as
tea and coffee. Please bring your own cold drinks and glasses (plates and cutlery will
be provided). Tickets available from Carol Brigham (01603 872275), Elaine Jones
(01362 638180), Judith Seaman (01603 871591) or Edwin Speakman (01603 872522)

Service for Next Week - Sunday 21st August (Tenth Sunday after Trinity)

9am Wood Dalling Holy Communion

10.00am Reepham Café Church (Service starts at 10.30am)
10.30am Attlebridge Holy Communion

10.30am Lyng Rectory Holy Communion

6pm Salle Evening Prayer

The Rev’d. Helen Rengert, 01603 879275 revdhelenrwv@gmail.com
The Rev’d. Judith Sweetman, 07484862962 (Friday to Sunday)
judith.sweetman@btinternet.com

The Rev’d. Richard Turk, 07721 035009 revdrichardrwv@gmail.com

Email parishofficerwv@gmail.com to submit articles or join the mailing list.
FACEBOOK: Reepham & Wensum Valley Events

WEBSITE: www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk

Pew Notes are available to download from the RWV website and the E-newsletter

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact your Parish
Safeguarding Officer. Details in the church porch or on the RWV website.
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Readings for Sunday 14th August (Ninth Sunday after Trinity )
Jeremiah 23:23-29
Am | a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret
places so that | cannot see them? says the LORD. Do | not fill heaven and earth? says
the LORD. | have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name,
saying, "l have dreamed, | have dreamed!" How long? Will the hearts of the proph-
ets ever turn back--those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their
own heart? They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they
tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet
who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. Is not my word
like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? (NRSV)

Psalm 82
! God has taken his place in the divine council;
in the midst of the gods he holds judgement:
2‘How long will you judge unjustly
and show partiality to the wicked? Selah
3 Give justice to the weak and the orphan;
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.
“Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.’
> They have neither knowledge nor understanding,
they walk around in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

e say, ‘You are gods,
children of the Most High, all of you;
" nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,
and fall like any prince.’

8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth;

for all the nations belong to you! (NRSV)

Hebrews 11:29-12:2
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned.

By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days.

By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, be-
cause she had received the spies in peace. And what more should | say? For time
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and
the prophets-- who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, ob-
tained promises, shut the mouths of lions,

quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weak-
ness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their
dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to
obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains
and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were
killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, perse-
cuted, tormented-- of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts
and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what
was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not,
apart from us, be made perfect.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with persever-
ance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disre-
garding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
(NRSV)

Luke 12:49-56

"I came to bring fire to the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! | have a
baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it is completed!
Do you think that | have come to bring peace to the earth? No, | tell you, but rather
division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and
two against three; they will be divided: father against son and son against father,
mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."

He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immedi-
ately say, 'lt is going to rain'; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind
blowing, you say, 'There will be scorching heat'; and it happens. You hypocrites! You
know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know
how to interpret the present time? (NRSV)

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.



