Words of Light and Hope from Jane Mclarty

Eamon Duffy describes the pre-Reformation celebration of Palm Sunday in his book
‘The Stripping of the Altars’: the people heard the story of Christ’s entry to Jeru-
salem read from John’s gospel. Flowers and green branches of yew, box or willow
(but called palms) were blessed. There were processions round the church yard
and anthems sung (the singers often dressed as Old Testament prophets with flow-
ing beards!). Flowers were scattered in front of the procession carrying the Sacra-
ment (representing the presence of Christ himself), another procession carried a
cross. On their return to the church, the priest took the cross and struck the closed
door with its foot, symbolically demanding entry for Christ.

Malcom Guite’s poem below meditates on Jesus’ arrival at the gate of our heart.

Palm Sunday

Now to the gate of my Jerusalem,

The seething holy city of my heart,

The saviour comes. But will | welcome him?
Oh crowds of easy feelings make a start;

They raise their hands, get caught up in the singing,
And think the battle won. Too soon they’ll find
The challenge, the reversal he is bringing
Changes their tune. | know what lies behind
The surface flourish that so quickly fades;
Self-interest, and fearful guardedness,

The hardness of the heart, its barricades,

And at the core, the dreadful emptiness

Of a perverted temple. Jesus come

Break my resistance and make me your home. Malcom Guite

Thursday 14th April—Maundy Thursday

2pm Weston Longyville Maundy Thursday Service
7pm Reepham Maundy Thursday Service
7pm Elsing Maundy Thursday Service

Friday 15th April—Good Friday

1pm Attlebridge to Swannington  Walk of Witness

10am Reepham Walk of Witness

2-3pm Elsing/Lyng Walk of Witness

2-3pm Reepham Good Friday Hour at the Cross
2.30pm Swannington Service for Good Friday

Sunday 17th April—Easter Day See over for details of services
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Sunday 10th April (Palm Sunday)

9am Bylaugh Holy Communion
10.30am Lyng Word and Praise
10.30am Reepham Holy Communion
10.30am Great Witchingham Holy Communion
4pm Great Witchingham Wild Messy Church

We will be joined by pilgrims from the Pilgrim Cross Oxford Leg (previously Student
Cross) at the Maundy Thursday Service at 7pm in St Mary’s, Elsing. They are travel-
ling from Oxford to Walsingham and we will be their final stop before they walk
the final part of their pilgrimage to Walsingham on Good Friday. Please do come
and join us . Everyone is welcome.

Sunday 17th April (Easter Day)

9am Wood Dalling Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am  Reepham Holy Communion

10.30am  Elsing Easter Service with Lyng Sings Junior Choir
and tea, coffee and cake afterwards

10.30am  Attlebridge Holy Communion

6pm Salle Evening Prayer

The Rev’'d. Helen Rengert, 01603 879275 revdhelenrwv@gmail.com
The Rev'd. Keith Rengert, 01603 879275 revdkeith@gmail.com

The Rev’d. Judith Sweetman, 07484862962 (Friday to Sunday)
judith.sweetman@btinternet.com

The Rev'd. Richard Turk, revdrichardrwv@gmail.com

Email Annie parishofficerwv@gmail.com to submit articles or join the mailing
list. FACEBOOK: Reepham & Wensum Valley Events

WEBSITE: www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk

Pew Notes are available to download from the RWV website and the E-newsletter
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Luke 23:1-49 Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding
us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” Then
Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching
throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.”

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself
in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping
to see him perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing

him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same day Herod and
Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies.

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here |
have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has
done nothing to deserve death. | will therefore have him flogged and release him.” Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for
us!” (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them
again; but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? | have found in him no ground for the sentence of death;
| will therefore have him flogged and then release him.” But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. So Pi-
late gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he
handed Jesus over as they wished.

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. A great
number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs
that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.” Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.” For if they do this when the
wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his cloth-
ing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This
is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other re-
buked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what
we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you,
today you will be with me in Paradise.”

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two.
Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands | commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken
place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.”! And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they
returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

Music for Quiet Times - Reepham Methodist Chapel The next musical treat is on Tuesday April 12"at 3pm. The 30 minute performance will feature the piano and violin,
organised by Judith Richardson. Music, tea, cake and good company — what could be better than this? Everyone is welcome.




